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Entrance task: Make sure you pick up the 

classwork packet before you sit down

Today: Definition and Causes of Imperialism

Imperialism - Day 1

What will you do? Examine the four possible responses below and TWEET
your response on the entrance task paper. You  are limited to 140 characters. 
Your tweet should tell what you'll do and why. Be concise.
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America a weakling, to shrink from the work of 

T. Roosevelt

2.  What words support your answer?
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New Frontiers
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RECIPE FOR IMPERIALISM

1 part industrialization

1 part many finished products

1 part needed markets

heavy fistful of nationalism

scant amount of new lands to explore & develop 

(domestic Manifest Destiny is over)

heavy fistful of greed/corruption

bucketful of arrogance- "White Man's Burden"

Social Darwinism

heavy doses of world dominance/prestige

Stir together & voila!  IMPERIALISM!!!

Mark Twain on Imperialism
* What is his definition of 
imperialism? 
* What is his attitude and why?
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Mark Twain, The Greatest American Humorist, Returning Home, New York World [London, 10/6/1900]

You ask me about what is called imperialism. Well, I have formed views about that ques�on. I am at the 

disadvantage of not knowing whether our people are for or against spreading themselves over the face of the 

globe. I should be sorry if they are, for I don't think that it is wise or a necessary development. As to China, I quite 

approve of our Government's ac�on in ge#ng free of that complica�on. They are withdrawing, I understand, 

having done what they wanted. That is quite right. We have no more business in China than in any other country 

that is not ours. There is the case of the Philippines. I have tried hard, and yet I cannot for the life of me 

comprehend how we got into that mess. Perhaps we could not have avoided it -- perhaps it was inevitable that we 

should come to be figh�ng the na�ves of those islands -- but I cannot understand it, and have never been able to 

get at the bo(om of the origin of our antagonism to the na�ves. I thought we should act as their protector -- not 

try to get them under our heel. We were to relieve them from Spanish tyranny to enable them to set up a 

government of their own, and we were to stand by and see that it got a fair trial. It was not to be a government 

according to our ideas, but a government that represented the feeling of the majority of the Filipinos, a 

government according to Filipino ideas. That would have been a worthy mission for the United States. But now -- 

why, we have got into a mess, a quagmire from which each fresh step renders the difficulty of extrica�on 

immensely greater. I'm sure I wish I could see what we were ge#ng out of it, and all it means to us as a na�on.

Mark Twain Home, An An!-Imperialist, New York Herald [New York, 10/15/1900]

I le0 these shores, at Vancouver, a red-hot imperialist. I wanted the American eagle to go screaming into the 

Pacific. It seemed �resome and tame for it to content itself with the Rockies. Why not spread its wings over the 

Philippines, I asked myself? And I thought it would be a real good thing to do.

I said to myself, here are a people who have suffered for three centuries. We can make them as free as ourselves, 

give them a government and country of their own, put a miniature of the American cons�tu�on afloat in the 

Pacific, start a brand new republic to take its place among the free na�ons of the world. It seemed to me a great 

task to which we had addressed ourselves.

But I have thought some more, since then, and I have read carefully the treaty of Paris, and I have seen that we do 

not intend to free, but to subjugate the people of the Philippines. We have gone there to conquer, not to redeem.

We have also pledged the power of this country to maintain and protect the abominable system established in 

the Philippines by the Friars.

It should, it seems to me, be our pleasure and duty to make those people free, and let them deal with their own 

domes�c ques�ons in their own way. And so I am an an�-imperialist. I am opposed to having the eagle put its 

talons on any other land.

Source: From Mark Twain's Weapons of Sa�re: An�-Imperialist Wri�ngs on the Philippine-American War, Jim Zwick, ed., (Syracuse: 

Syracuse University Press, 1992).

Ch. 18-2



Week 1 of Imperialism 2016.notebook



Week 1 of Imperialism 2016.notebook

 Sensational reporting; 

: intense burst of national pride leading 

to an aggressive foreign policy

page 3 - Homework packet

New York American 
Morning Journal sales

Date              Amount
1895   30,000
1897      400,000
1898         1,000,000
Source: American Heritage, February 

1957

Cuba
1868-1878  - Rebelled against Spain,

settled with few reforms

1895 - Cubans rebelled again; Spain   
            responded with "reconcentration"

How could Cuba get the US to intervene?
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Autonomists

Insurgents

The Duty of the Hour: 
To save her not only 
from Spain but from a 
worse fate
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The Spark!

The Spanish-American War
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First Second Third
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Your response should begin with @VHS292 & is limited to 140 characters.

`

CW p. 7

1. Follow along with 
me with the first 
section, circle key 
terms, ideas, info.

2. Finish reading the 
second two 
paragraphs 
individually. 

3. Compare words 
and questions with 
table mates & 
discuss.

4. Summarize the 
passage - What was 
the cause of the war 
with Spain? 
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To what extent was war with 
Spain justified?

Video
8 min
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Albert J. Beveridge

US Senator from Illinois

1899-1911

A Progressive Republican
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US Imperialism - Day 4

Entrance task

   Imperialism

Homework: Ch. 18-1, 2 and 3 should be done

CW p. 5



Week 1 of Imperialism 2016.notebook

police power to

protected their
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Established by William Howard

It was initiated to preserve

would be substituted for

It was used to justify interventions in Panama, Nicaragua,

CW p. 5

Trade
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CW p. 10-12

US Imperialism Jigsaw

Hw Ch. 18-1,2,3

Philippines
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Homework: Ch. 18-3
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